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Press institute lauds braver 
media after political tsunami

More time to write that winning essay

KUALA LUMPUR: The political tsunami 
last year has led to greater press freedom, 
said Malaysian Press Institute (MPI) chief 
executive officer Datuk Chamil Wariya.

He said news reports published in the 
local media had improved, based on the 
entries sub mit ted for the Malaysian Press 
Awards.

He said the press had observed greater 
freedom with less fear of the authorities.

“The panel of judges for the award told me 
that news reporting ha d improved over the 
years, especially after the previous general 
election,” he said.

“They see greater press freedom and a 
courageous media voice in the country.”

Chamil said this at a press conference yes-
terday after receiving monetary contribu-

tions from corporate members and individu-
als at a ceremony.

He said the contribution was about 
RM300,000 while Petronas would sponsor 
the prizes and souvenirs worth RM200,000 
for the awards, to be held next Monday.

Chamil said MPI received a total of 471 
entries for the 13-category award, including 
120 for feature writing, best photo (65) and 
news (64).

He said that unlike in previous years 
where each category had winners for Malay, 
English, Chinese and Tamil, the entries this 
year would be combined and the award 
would be given for the best article.

Chamil said this would encourage greater 
competition for better journalistic standards 
in Malays ia.

PETALING JAYA: The deadline for the Impac 
Dublin Literary Award for Young Malaysians 
2009 essay-writing competition has been 
extended to next Tuesd ay.

The competition is open to all Malaysian 
students aged between 14 and 18. This year’s 
essay topic is “The Best Things in Life”.

Entries should be between 800 and 1,200 
words and must be in English.

The best overall essay will earn the writer 
and a parent a trip to Dublin to attend the gala 
ceremony of the International Impac Dublin 
Literary Award 2009.

Judging of the entries will be completed by 
the end of this month and the winner will be 
announced on May 15.

For enquiries, call 03-20959513 or e-mail: 
write4idla@gmail.co m

The Star wins 
brand award 
Pak Lah inducted into Hall of Fame

  KUALA LUMPUR: The Star was   recognised as 
the best brand in the English-medium news-
paper category of the BrandLaurea te Awards 
2008/2009.

The Star’s executive director Ng Beng Lye 
received the award at the event organised by 
the Asia Pacific Brands Foundation  here last 
night.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi entered the BrandLaureate Hall of Fame 
when he was presented with its lifetime 
achievement award for leading the country and 
initiating reforms.

Upon receiving the trophy and certificate, 
Abdullah expressed his surprise when he 
pointed out that Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
signed his certificate.

He said he did not ask to be rewarded during 
his service to the people but felt happy know-
ing he helped somebody.

In his speech, Abdullah said businesses 
should still maintain their brand position in the 

market despite the current trying times.
He said companies must show strength and 

use this period to prepare to have a greater 
impact in the market in future when the econ-
omy rebounds.

“This is in fact what the Government is doing 
now,” he sa  id. 

He said the Government would continue to 
monitor local and international business devel-
opment and take action when required.

“Malaysian brands must also strive to be the 
best globally and not only compete with devel-
oping brands. They must use global brands as 
the bench mark to become bigger players.”

 Abdullah added that the country should con-
centrate on human capital and  move up the 
value chain if it wanted to succeed.

“Company CEOs should emp hasise such 
human capital development. They must be on 
top of their personnel and recognise their offi-
cials, be they juniors or seniors in the firms,” h  e 
said.

Excellence: Ng receiving the award from Abdullah at The BrandLaureate Awards 
2008/2009 ceremony in Kuala Lumpur last night. Looking on are The BrandLaureate CEO 
Dr KK Johan (left) and Asia Pacific Brands Foundation chairman Tan Sri Dr Elyas Omar.


